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57 ABSTRACT

A power train subsystem for a motorized vehicle and methods
of programming such power train controllers of the power
train subsystem are disclosed. The power train subsystem
may include a power train component, a controller, and a
memory device. The controller may be coupled to the power
train component to control operation of the power train com-
ponent. The memory device may include boot code, applica-
tion software, standard calibration parameters, and custom
calibration parameters. The boot code provides an environ-
ment upon which the application software executes per the
standard calibration parameters and custom calibration
parameters. The standard calibration provides parameters
which configure the controller for a range of vehicular appli-
cations. The custom calibration parameters provide param-
eters which configure the controller for a particular vehicular
application in the range of vehicular applications.

10 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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POWER TRAIN CONTROLLER AND
ASSOCIATED MEMORY DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. national application under 35
U.S.C. §371(b) of International Application Serial No. PCT/
US2010/020361 filed Jan. 7, 2010, which claims priority to
U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/144,179 filed on Jan. 13,
2009. The disclosures of both of which are hereby expressly
incorporated by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

Vehicle subsystems such as, for example, transmissions,
engines, and braking systems use individual control modules
to control each of the subsystems and provide communication
between such subsystems. Control modules are delivered to
customers (e.g. vehicle manufacturers, service technicians,
etc.) as single, self-contained, fully programmed units most
often separate from the hardware to be controlled. Addition-
ally, the control modules are often remotely located from the
hardware to be controlled. These self-contained control mod-
ules permit the assembly of the vehicle to proceed indepen-
dent of the final unique module configuration.

However, the industry appears to be moving toward inte-
grating fully programmed control modules into the hardware
to be controlled, thus creating a complete subsystem ready for
direct assembly into a vehicle. A consequence of such vehicle
subsystems is that a vendor may need to maintain or other-
wise address potentially thousands of possible variants or
calibrations of the subsystem due to the number of different
configurations in which the subsystem may be used.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention described herein is illustrated by way of
example and not by way of limitation in the accompanying
figures. For simplicity and clarity of illustration, elements
illustrated in the figures are not necessarily drawn to scale.
For example, the dimensions of some elements may be exag-
gerated relative to other elements for clarity. Further, where
considered appropriate, reference labels have been repeated
among the figures to indicate corresponding or analogous
elements.

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of power train subsystem
having a power train controller and associated memory
device.

FIGS. 2-5 show embodiments of vehicles having one or
more power train subsystems with associated memory
device(s).

FIG. 6 shows a memory device coupled to a power train
controller via a wiring harness.

FIG. 7 shows a memory device coupled to a power train
controller via a shift selector of the vehicle.

FIG. 8 shows a memory device coupled to a power train
controller via a fuse block of the vehicle.

FIG. 9 shows one embodiment of a method of program-
ming a power train controller for a particular vehicular appli-
cation.

FIG. 10 shows another embodiment of a method of pro-
gramming a power train controller for a particular vehicular
application.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT
References in the specification to “one embodiment”, “an

embodiment”, “an example embodiment”, etc., indicate that
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the embodiment described may include a particular feature,
structure, or characteristic, but every embodiment may not
necessarily include the particular feature, structure, or char-
acteristic. Moreover, such phrases are not necessarily refer-
ring to the same embodiment. Further, when a particular
feature, structure, or characteristic is described in connection
with an embodiment, it is submitted that it is within the
knowledge of one skilled in the art to effect such feature,
structure, or characteristic in connection with other embodi-
ments whether or not explicitly described.

Referring now to FIG. 1, a power train subsystem 100 is
shown. The power train subsystem 100 may include a power
train component 110, a power train controller 120 and asso-
ciated memory device 130. The power train component 110
may include components of a motor vehicle used to generate
power and/or transfer power to a drive assembly of the motor-
ized vehicle. In particular, the power train component 110
may include an engine, transmission, transfer box, torque
converter, and/or gear box.

The power train controller 110 may be coupled to the
power train component 120 to control the power train com-
ponent 120 via one or more control signals. The power train
controller 110 may be further coupled to one or more sensors
135 in order to receive signals indicative of the operation of
the power train component 120. Depending on the nature of
the power train component 120, some or all of the sensors 135
may be integrated with the power train component 120 and/or
some or all of the sensors 135 may be distributed throughout
a vehicle in which the power train component 120 resides.

As shown in FIG. 1, the memory device 130 may be
coupled to the power train controller 120. The memory device
120 may include boot code 132, application software 134,
standard calibration parameters 136, and custom calibration
parameters 138. The boot code 132 may include an operating
system, drivers and other code which the power train control-
ler 120 (e.g. ECU 240 or TCM 250) may execute in response
to being powered up. The boot code 132 may provide an
execution environment upon which the application software
134 may execute. The application software 134 may provide
commands for controlling a class or range of power train
components. For example, the application software 134 may
provide commands for controlling one or more transmission
models and/or one or more engine models. In response to
executing the application software 134, the power train con-
troller 120 may control the operation of the power train com-
ponent based upon signals from sensors 135. In particular, the
power train controller 120 in response to executing com-
mands of the application software 134 may control the power
train component 110 in accordance with standard calibration
parameters 136 and custom calibration parameters 138.

In one embodiment, the power train controller 110 and the
power train component 120 may be utilized in a wide variety
of applications. The standard calibration parameters 136 pro-
vide various calibration data, constants, etc. which remain the
same regardless of the application in which the power train
controller 110 and power train component 120 are used. The
custom calibration parameters 138 however provide various
calibration data, constants, etc. which vary depending upon
the application in which the power train controller 110 and
power train component 120 are used. Accordingly, the
memory device 130 may be programmed to include the boot
code 132, application software 134 and standard calibration
parameters 136 to obtain a partially programmed power train
subsystem 100 that may be used in a wide variety of applica-
tions. Such a partially programmed power train subsystem
100 may be later programmed with custom calibration
parameters 138 to obtain a fully programmed power train
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subsystem 100 once its determined to which application the
power train subsystem 100 is destined.

In addition, the memory device 130 may also include gen-
eral storage 140 for the application software 134. In one
embodiment, the application software 134 may permit the
storage and retrieval of customer modifiable constants
(CMC) to and from the general storage 140. A technician,
vehicle manufacturer, etc. may use the CMCs to trim the
operation of a fully programmed engine subassembly 220
and/or a fully programmed transmission subassembly 230.
The application software 134 may store diagnostic codes in
response to a detected event. Similarly, the application soft-
ware 134 may store freeze frame data comprising the capture
of multiple operating parameters over a period of time in
response to a detected event or in response to a request
received from a technician. In one embodiment, the applica-
tion software 134 may permit the capture and/or retrieval of
data from various components connected to a vehicle net-
work. The application software 134 may permit retrieval of
such saved diagnostic codes, freeze frame data, and/or other
component data in order to aid a technician in troubleshooting
a malfunction or to aid technician in identifying operating
characteristics indicative of a potential malfunction in the
future.

The application software 134 may further permit the stor-
age and retrieval of service manuals for one or more compo-
nents of the vehicle, service records for one or more compo-
nents of the vehicle, required service tools, wiring diagrams,
and an as-built parts list for one or more components of the
vehicle. The service manuals, service records, required ser-
vice tools, wiring diagrams, and as-built part lists may aid a
technician in determining which parts are in need of service
and which parts have been serviced in the past. Moreover,
such information may further aid the technician in identifying
parts ofthe vehicle which have been replaced with parts notin
conformance with parts of the vehicle as originally built.

Referring now to FIG. 2, one embodiment of a motor
vehicle 200 is shown that includes the power train subsystem
100 of FIG. 1. In particular, the motor vehicle 200 may
include a power train 210, drive assembly 250, and operator
interface 260. The power train 210 includes a first power train
subsystem 220 and a second power train subsystem 230. The
first power train subsystem 220 includes an engine 222, an
engine control unit (ECU) 224, and memory device 226. The
ECU 224 may be coupled to the engine 222 to control the
engine 222. The ECU 224 may be further connected to vari-
ous sensors 135 (FIG. 1) of the motor vehicle 200 that provide
the ECU 224 with various operating conditions associated
with operation of the engine 222.

The second power train subsystem 230 includes a trans-
mission 232, transmission control module (TCM) 234 and
memory device 236. The TCM 234 may be coupled to the
transmission 232 to control the transmission 232. The TCM
234 may be further connected to various sensors 135 (FIG. 1)
that provide the TCM 234 with various operating conditions
associated with operation of the transmission 232.

The transmission 232 may provide a torque-speed conver-
sion from the generally higher speed engine 222 to a slower
but more forceful output such as the drive assembly 250. The
drive assembly 250 may include drive wheels, caterpillar
tracks, propels, etc. that impart the motor vehicle 200 with
locomotion when driven by the engine 222 via the transmis-
sion 232. As shown, the engine 222 is coupled to an input
shaft 242 of the transmission 232 to provide power to the
transmission 232. An output shaft 244 ofthe transmission 232
is coupled to the drive assembly 250 to provide power to the
drive assembly 250.
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The ECU 224 and TCM 234 may be implemented using
analog and/or digital circuit components. In one embodiment,
the ECU 224 and the TCM 234 each include a processor such
as a microcontroller or microprocessor. Furthermore, the
ECU 224 and TCM 234 each have one or more associated
memory devices 226, 236 that store instructions to be respec-
tively executed by the ECU 224 and the TCM 234. The
memory device 226, 236 may include programmable read
only memory devices, flash memory device, random access
memory devices, and/or other storage devices that store
instructions to be executed and data to be processed by the
ECU 224 and the TCM 234.

The motor vehicle 200 may further include operator con-
trols 260. The operator controls 260 may include various
levers, switches, pedals, buttons, wheels, dials, etc. which an
operator of the motor vehicle 200 may actuate in order to
control operation of the motor vehicle 200. The operator
controls 260 may further include various output devices such
as needles, digital outputs, displays, etc. that the operator may
monitor in order to confirm operation of the motor vehicle
200.

The memory device 226 may be partially programmed to
include boot code 132, application software 134, and stan-
dard calibration parameters 136 to configure the ECU 224
and engine 222 for a particular range of applications. Custom
calibration parameters 138 may later be stored in the memory
device 226 to obtain a fully programmed engine subsystem
220 which has been customized for a particular application.

For example, in one embodiment, the memory device 226
may be programmed with standard calibration parameters
136 that define a hardware characterization for the engine
subsystem 220 (e.g. define a combustion model as a function
of boost and fuel injected), that define a communication
datalink infrastructure (e.g. protocols supported, message
formats, etc.), and that define diagnostic and failure modes.
The memory device 226 may also be programmed with stan-
dard calibration parameter 136 that define anti-abuse algo-
rithms for the engine subsystem 220, that define fuel to air
ratio algorithms, that define emissions control parameters,
that define odometer parameters, and that define sensor and
actuator parameters (e.g. calibration of oxygen sensor outputs
to measurement values).

As for custom calibration parameters 138 for the engine
subsystem 220, the memory device 226 may be programmed
to include custom calibration parameters that define torque
and horsepower ratings and that define communication
datalink selections (e.g. protocols selected, devices from
which to receive messages, etc.). The memory device 226
may further store custom calibration parameters that enable/
disable general purpose input/output functions (e.g. the cruise
controlis ON and only active above the specified road speed).
The memory device 226 may also store custom calibration
parameters that define engine accessory features (e.g. engine
brake, road speed governor, idle shutdown, PTO (power take-
off) control, governor type, etc.).

Similarly, the memory device 236 may be partially pro-
grammed to include boot code 132, application software 134,
and standard calibration parameters 136 to configure the
TCM 234 and transmission 232 for a particular range of
applications. Custom calibration parameters 138 may later be
stored in the memory device 236 to obtain a fully pro-
grammed transmission subsystem 230 which has been cus-
tomized for a particular application.

For example, in one embodiment, the memory device 236
may be programmed with standard calibration parameters
136 that define a hardware characterization of the transmis-
sion subsystem 230 (e.g. oil flow as a function of tempera-
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ture), that define communication datalink infrastructure (pro-
tocols supported, message formats, etc.), and that define
diagnostic and failure modes. The memory device 226 may
also be programmed with standard calibration parameter 136
for the transmission subsystem 230 that define anti-abuse
algorithms, that define base values of learning parameters
(e.g. pressures and volumes), and that define general purpose
input/output function design criteria. Standard calibration
parameters 136 may also be stored on the memory device 226
that define for the transmission subsystem 230 shift times
(e.g. how long to slip clutches) and that define for the trans-
mission subsystem 230 sensor and actuator calibration (e.g.
correlating a sensor output such as a voltage to a measured
value such as temperature).

As for custom calibration parameters 138 for the transmis-
sion subsystem 230, the memory device 226 may be pro-
grammed to include custom calibration parameters that
define shift schedules (e.g. engine speeds at which to upshift)
and that define communication datalink selections (e.g. pro-
tocols selected, devices from which to receive messages,
etc.). The memory device 226 may further store custom cali-
bration parameters that define general purpose input/output
function enables/disables (e.g. output shaft retarder is ON and
only active above the specified road speed). The memory
device 226 may also store custom calibration parameters 138
that enable/disable integrated vehicle functions (e.g. variable
modulated main, cab warm-up mode, vehicle acceleration
control, etc.).

Referring now to FIG. 3, another embodiment of a vehicle
300 is shown. The vehicle 300 is similar to the vehicle 200 of
FIG. 2. However, in the vehicle 300, the ECU 240 is internal
to or otherwise integrated with the engine 310 instead of
being external to the engine 210 as shown in the vehicle 200
FIG. 2. Similarly, in the vehicle 300, the TCM 250 is internal
to or otherwise integrated with the transmission 320 instead
of being external to the engine 210 as shown in the vehicle
200 of FIG. 2. While the ECU 240 and TCM 250 may be
integrated into the respective power train components of the
vehicle 300, the associated memory devices 245, 255 of
vehicle 300 are still maintained external to the respective
power train components to permit easy programming and/or
replacement.

Referring now to FIG. 4, yet another embodiment of a
vehicle 400 is shown. The vehicle 400 is similar to the vehicle
300 of FIG. 3. However, in the vehicle 400, the memory
device 426 associated with the ECU 424 is affixed to or
otherwise integrated with the ECU 424. Furthermore, the
ECU 424 is internal to or otherwise integrated with the engine
422. Similarly, in the vehicle 400, the memory device 436
associated with the TCM 434 is affixed to or otherwise inte-
grated with the TCM 434. The TCM 434 in turn is internal to
or otherwise integrated with the transmission 432.

FIG. 5 depicts yet another embodiment of a vehicle 500.
The vehicle 500 is similar to the vehicles 200, 300 and 400 of
FIGS. 2-4. However, in the vehicle 500, the ECU 524 and
TCM 534 share a memory device 536 instead of each having
a separate memory device as shown in FIGS. 2-4. Moreover,
the vehicle 500 shows the memory device 536 externally
coupled to the ECU 524 and the TCM 534. However, in other
embodiments, the memory device 536 may be affixed to or
otherwise integrated with either the ECU 524 or the TCM 534
in a manner similar to the vehicle 400 of F1G. 4. Moreover, the
ECU 524 and/or the TCM 534 may be internal to or otherwise
integrated with their respective power train component 522,
532 in a manner similar to the vehicles 300, 400 of FIGS. 2
and 3.
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Inthe embodiments in which the memory device 130 is not
affixed to or otherwise integrated with the power train con-
troller 120 (e.g. vehicles 200, 300, and 500), the memory
device 130 may be coupled to the power train controller 120
using a number of different techniques. For example, as
shown in FIG. 6, the memory device 130 may be removably
coupled a connector 610 of a wiring harness 620 which is
used to operatively couple the TCM 334 of the transmission
332 to other components of the vehicle 300 such as the sen-
sors 135 and operator interface 260. The memory device 130
may alternatively be removably coupled to a memory slot or
connector 710 of a shift selector 720 of the operator interface
260 as shown in FIG. 7. FI1G. 8 shows yet another location for
the memory device 130. As shown, the memory device 130
may be removably coupled to connector 810 of a fuse block
820 of the vehicle.

Each of FIGS. 6-10 show the memory device 130 remov-
ably coupled to a connector thus permitting the removal of the
memory device 130 for programming and/or replacement.
However, in other embodiments, the memory device 130 may
be affixed to the wiring harness 620, shift selector 720, fuse
block 820, and/or other location of the vehicle. In such
embodiments, the wiring harness 620, shift selector 720, fuse
block 820, and/or other component of the vehicle may have a
connector 630 for receiving a programming device 640 as
shown in FIG. 6. The programming device 640 in one
embodiment may program a partially programmed memory
device 130 (e.g. memory device 130 having stored therein
boot code 132, application software 134, and standard cali-
bration parameters 136) with custom calibration parameters
138 for a particular vehicular application. To this end, the
programming device 640 in one embodiment may comprise a
self powered portable device which may be simply attached
to connector 630.

The programming device 640 may include a user interface
642 such as a button or other user input device which may be
actuated in order to initiate programming of the memory
device 130. The programming device 640 in another embodi-
ment may detect being coupled to the connector 630 and may
automatically initiate programming of the memory device
130 upon detection. The user interface 642 of programming
device 640 may also include an indicator (e.g. a lamp, LED,
LCD, speaker) via which the programming device 640 may
audibly and/or visually signal completion of the program-
ming of the memory device 130. Besides a simple user inter-
face ofa button and an indicator, the programming device 640
may instead include a more sophisticated user interface 642
such a display, keypad, etc. via which the programming
device 640 may display a progress indicator, via which a
technician may select from among several custom calibration
parameter sets for use in programming a power train sub-
system or component thereof, and/or via which a technician
may alter individual custom calibration parameters 138 of a
memory device 130.

The above disclosure identified embodiments in which
memory devices 130, 226, 326, 336, 426, 436, 536 were
positioned at various location in the vehicle 100. It should be
appreciated other embodiments may place a memory device
130 at positions in the vehicle 100 other than those positions
identified above. In particular, in one embodiment, the
memory device 130 may be positioned anywhere in and/or on
the vehicle 100 that has access to a vehicular network (e.g. a
CAN network) and the power train components coupled to
the vehicular network. Similarly, the above embodiment of
the programming device 640 indicates the programming
device 640 is coupled to the memory device 130 via the
connector 630 of the wiring harness 620. The programming
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device 640, however, in other embodiments may be coupled
to the memory device 130 via other mechanisms. For
example, in one embodiment, the programming device 640
may be directly connected to the memory device 130 via a
connector of the memory device 130. In another embodiment,
the programming device 640 may be coupled to a vehicular
network of the vehicle 100 and may program the memory
device 130 via the vehicular network.

Referring now to FIG. 9, an embodiment of a method 900
for programming power train controllers 120 such as engine
control units 224, 323, 424 and transmission control modules
234, 334, 434 is shown. As shown, a manufacturer at block
910 may partially program several power train controllers
120 for a class or range of power train components 110. For
example, a transmission manufacturer may partially program
the memory device 236 of several transmission control mod-
ules 234 with boot code 132, application software 134, and
standard calibration parameters 136 thus configuring the
transmission control modules 234 for use with a particular
transmission 232 or class of transmissions 232 that may be
used in a range of vehicular applications.

Atblock 920, the manufacturer may receive a request from
a customer such as a parts distributor, vehicle manufacturer,
etc. for a certain number of transmission subsystems fully
programmed for a particular vehicular application. In
response to such a request, the manufacturer at block 930 may
retrieve or otherwise define custom calibration parameters
138 which configure the partially programmed transmission
control modules 234 for the requested vehicular application.
For example, the transmission manufacturer may maintain a
database of predefined custom calibration parameters 138 for
each supported vehicular application and therefore need only
retrieve the appropriate custom calibration parameters 138
for the requested vehicular application. In another embodi-
ment, the transmission manufacturer may manually define
the custom calibration parameters 138 in order to satisfy a
custom vehicular application specified by the customer.

The manufacturer at block 940 may fully program a num-
ber of power train controllers 120 which had been previously
partially programmed to obtain the requested number of
power train controller 120 which have been fully pro-
grammed for the requested vehicular application. In particu-
lar, the manufacturer may store the appropriate custom cali-
bration parameters 138 for the requested vehicular
application in the associated memory device 130 for each
power train controller 120 being programmed for the cus-
tomer. For example, the transmission manufacturer may store
the retrieved or otherwise defined custom calibration param-
eters 138 in the associated memory device 236 for each trans-
mission control module 234 in order to obtain the requested
number of fully programmed transmission control modules
234 for the requested vehicular application.

At block 950, the manufacturer may ship the fully pro-
grammed power train controllers 120 to the customer. For
example, the manufacturer may ship to the customer engine
control units 224, 324, 424, 524 and/or transmission control
modules 234, 334, 434, 534 which have been fully pro-
grammed for the vehicular application requested by the cus-
tomer.

The partial programming of block 910 configures the
power train controllers 120 for a range of applications. Thus,
if the manufacturer partially programs a sufficient number of
power train controllers 120 in step 910, the manufacturer may
fulfill several customer requests (i.e. steps 920-950) without
partially programming additional power train controllers 120
even though the requests may span several different vehicular
applications since the power train controllers 120 are not
customized for a particular vehicular application until fully
programmed at block 940. Accordingly, the partially pro-
grammed power train controllers 120 may ultimate end up
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with different customers which requested power train con-
trollers 120 for different vehicular applications.

Referring now to FIG. 10, another embodiment of a
method 1000 for programming power train controllers 120
such as engine control units 224, 323, 424 and transmission
control modules 234, 334, 434 is shown. At block 1010, the
manufacturer may receive a request from a customer such as
a parts distributor, vehicle manufacturer, etc. for a certain
number of power train subsystems which have been partially
programmed for a particular vehicular application. Further,
the manufacturer at block 1030 may ship the requested par-
tially programmed power train subsystems to the customer.

A manufacturer at block 1020 may partially program
power train controllers 120 and/or select from inventory pre-
viously programmed power train controllers 120 for
requested range or class of vehicular application. For
example, a transmission manufacturer may partially program
the memory device 236 of several transmission control mod-
ules 234 with boot code 132, application software 134, and
standard calibration parameters 136 thus configuring the
transmission control modules 234 for use with a particular
transmission 232 or class of transmissions 232 that may used
in a range of vehicular applications.

At block 1030, the manufacturer may ship the partially
programmed power train controllers 120 to the customer. For
example, the manufacturer may ship to the customer engine
control units 224, 324, 424, 524 and/or transmission control
modules 234, 334, 434, 534 which have been partially pro-
grammed for the class or range of vehicular applications
requested by the customer.

At block 1040, the customer may retrieve or otherwise
define custom calibration parameters 138 which configure the
partially programmed transmission control modules 234 fora
particular vehicular application. For example, in one embodi-
ment, the customer may maintain separate programming
devices 645 for each vehicular application. In such a case, the
customer may simply select an appropriate programming
device 645 for the vehicular application. In another embodi-
ment, the customer may have a programming device 645
suitable for fully programming power train subsystems for a
range of vehicular applications. In such a case, the customer
may select or otherwise define the appropriate custom cali-
bration parameters 138 using an interface of the program-
ming device 645.

At block 1050, the customer may program the power train
subsystem (e.g. memory devices associated with ECU 224 or
TCM 234) with the selected custom calibration parameters
for the vehicular application. In one embodiment, the cus-
tomer may fully program the power train subsystem prior to
installing the power train subsystem in a corresponding
vehicle 200, 300, 400, 500. In another embodiment, the cus-
tomer may fully program the power train subsystem after the
power train subsystem is installed in the corresponding
vehicle 200, 300, 400, 500.

Similar to the method 900 of FIG. 9, the partial program-
ming of block 1020 configures the power train controllers 120
for a range of applications. Thus, if the customer orders a
sufficient number of partially programmed power train con-
trollers 120 in step 1010, the customer may use the partially
programmed power train controller 120 in several vehicular
applications (i.e. steps 1040-1050) without ordering further
partially programming power train controllers 120. The
power train controllers 120 in one embodiment are not cus-
tomized for a particular vehicular application until fully pro-
grammed at block 1050. Accordingly, the partially pro-
grammed power train controllers 120 ordered at block 1010
may ultimate end up in a variety of vehicular applications.

While the disclosure has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, such an
illustration and description is to be considered as merely
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illustrative and not restrictive in character, it being understood
that only illustrative embodiments have been shown and
described and that all changes and modifications that come
within the spirit of the disclosure are desired to be protected.
What is claimed is:
1. A power train subsystem for a motorized vehicle, com-
prising:
a power train component to drive a drive assembly,
a controller coupled to the power train component to con-
trol operation of the power train component, and
amemory device separate from the controller and compris-
ing a boot code executed by the controller to define an
operating environment, application software to provide
the controller with commands to control the power train
component, standard calibration parameters which con-
figure the controller and power train component for a
range of vehicular applications, and custom calibration
parameters which configure the controller and power
train component for a particular vehicular application of
the range of vehicular applications, and
a connector located on a fuse block of the motorized
vehicle and communicatively coupled to the controller,
the connector having a memory slot in which the
memory device is received, wherein (i) the connector
communicatively couples the memory device to the con-
troller when the memory device is received in the
memory slot and (ii) the memory device is removable
from the memory slot.
2. The power train of claim 1, wherein
the power train component comprises a transmission to
transfer torque from an engine to the drive assembly, and
the controller comprises a transmission control module
externally coupled to the transmission to control opera-
tion of the transmission.
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3. The power train of claim 1, wherein
the power train component comprises a transmission to
transfer torque from an engine to the drive assembly, and
the controller comprises a transmission control module
integrated into the transmission to control operation of
the transmission.

4. The power train of claim 1, wherein,

the power train component comprises an engine to deliver

torque to the drive assembly transmission, and

the controller comprises an engine control unit externally

coupled to the engine to control operation of the engine.

5. The power train of claim 1, wherein,

the power train component comprises an engine to deliver

torque to the drive assembly transmission, and

the controller comprises an engine control unit integrated

into the engine to control operation of the engine.

6. The power train of claim 1, wherein the memory device
further stores on-board diagnostic codes.

7. The power train of claim 1, wherein the memory device
further stores freeze frame data regarding operational param-
eters of one or more components of the motorized vehicle.

8. The power train of claim 1, wherein the memory device
further stores service manuals for one or more components of
the motorized vehicle.

9. The power train of claim 1, wherein the memory device
further stores service history for one or more components of
the motorized vehicle.

10. The power train of claim 1, wherein the memory device
further stores an as-built parts list for one or more components
of the motorized vehicle.
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